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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is January 
8th, 2002. The time is 2041 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 
Battalion. I'm conducting an interview at 
this time with Fireman First Grade Robert 
Siragusa, Engine Company 55. We're in the 
office of Engine 55. Also in the room is 
Chief O'Donnell from the Safety Battalion. 
What follows is the interview. 

A. I was at the firehouse approximately 
8:15 that morning. We were waiting for the 
company to return to quarters. They were out on 
a run previous before we got in. Then as we were 
waiting -- actually from the television we found 
out that a plane had hit the Trade Center. 

We then proceeded probably a little 
after 9 -- yeah, I guess it was around 9:15. We 
knew obviously the company wasn't coming back any 
time soon. So I and two members from the night 
crew that worked the previous night that were 
relieved already decided we were going to get in 
one of the private cars and go down to the site. 

AS we were proceeding to the site, we 


had word on the news, on the car radio, that a 
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second plane had hit the Trade Center en route. 
We found out that that had happened. We 
approximately arrived at the Trade Center complex 
about five minutes after the second plane had 
hit. 

At this time we had had our bunker gear 
with us, and we had proceeded to the command post 
on West Street, which we mainly remained there 
for most of the next 20 minutes. We had debated 
on whether we should go into the building and 
help out, look for our company, but we decided 
probably not to because we had no SCPA, we had no 
gear, we had no radios and nobody would know 
where we were if we got lost or split up. 

So we basically stayed in the street, 
thinking that sooner or later we would get up 
there to relieve or help the company, whoever 
needed help. 

We did help stretch some lines in front 
of the building with the engine companies, 
helping the chauffeurs in the street. As we did, 
debris was flying out the windows. Bodies were 
flying out the windows. It was getting pretty 


bad in front of the building. 
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A couple minutes later one of the 
chiefs on the scene -- I don't remember who it 
was -- ordered all personnel in the street to 
remove themselves across West Street, which is 
basically where we stood on West Street directly 
across from One World Trade Center for the next 
couple of minutes, watching the insanity. 

Probably a couple minutes after that I 
think -- what time did the first building come 
down? I don't even remember. Whatever it was, 
9:20 or 9:40 or something. 

Q. 9:55 south tower collapses, 9:55. 

A. That was the first one. Okay. 

So then we basically remained at the 
command post along with a lot of other firemen. 

Q. At the time that the south tower came 
down, you guys stayed there? Were you enveloped 
in the cloud? 

A. Actually as we heard a radio 
transmission of "Collapse, collapse, collapse," 
that's when everybody just went their own way. I 
looked up and I saw the top couple of floors 
starting to come down. So I took off into the 


building directly across from the World Trade 
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Center, which was -- 

Q. On the west side of West Street? 

A. West side of West Street, which was 
probably the World Financial Center, it was 
called. We ran in there, a few of us, about 10, 
12 guys. We ran into the building, ran about 50 
yards to the rear of the building and dove behind 
a wall. Then we heard the tremendous roar and 
collapse of the first tower coming down. 

We were pretty much safe from the dust 
cloud because most of the windows stayed intact. 
Only a few windows broke. So we pretty much 
survived that pretty well. 

Immediately after the building came 
down, we then came back out to the front of the 
building in front of West Street and saw the 
collapse. 

At that time there was a couple of guys 
really in bad shape in front of the building, 
guys that probably didn't get far enough away, 
that were kind of staggering in front of the 
building. 

So what I did is I just grabbed a few 


of those guys. As a matter of fact, two of them, 
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the chauffeur from 24 Engine and the chauffeur 
from 55, who was working the night tour, who I 
was supposed to relieve on the day tour, they 
were in pretty bad shape. 

They were pretty much in shock. They 
didn't know what happened. They were incoherent. 
I kind of just walked them a few blocks north to 
an ambulance to get them checked out, because I 
didn't know if they were hurt seriously or not. 

After I made sure they were okay, got 
them in the ambulance, I proceeded back down West 
Street to the front of the Trade Center. There 
were numerous burning materials. There were car 
fires. We proceeded to try to extinguish some of 
them, but there was a big problem with the water. 
There was very low water pressure. We did have a 
problem with that, but we did the best we could 
trying to extinguish the perimeter fires all 
around the area. 

Like I said, some guys did go back 
right into the collapse area, but I stayed back 
and did that. As we were doing that, 30 seconds, 
30 minutes later, whatever it was, there was 


another transmission, probably a last-minute 
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thing. I heard, "Collapse, collapse" again. 
This time the north tower started to fall. 

I took off running again. This time I 
ran west down towards the water on Vesey Street, 
and this time we wound up in the park over there 
by Battery City, I believe it is, or by the 
waterfront, as the second tower collapsed. The 
second time it was down and was really insane. 
There was a lot of firemen down at that end. 

Everybody was kind of pretty much in 
shock at that time. We didn't know what the hell 
was going on or what to do. So we regrouped with 
a bunch of firemen. With a bunch of guys we 
regrouped. We just came back to the front of the 
building again. This time it was a bigger mess 
than it was the first time. 

A lot of the guys just went right to 
work after that. They just got right back in 
that rubble, started looking for people. Some 
guys just kind of retreated and just sat down and 
they were in shock, just gave up and just sat 
there. Some guys were just walking around ina 
daze. 


Q. They didn't believe it. 
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Were they pulling people off the pile? 
Did you see any of that? 

A. Not much, no. 

Q. After a collapse there's supposed to be 
surface victims. 

A. Right. 

Q. But it doesn't seem like there were any 
surface victims. 

A. No, the only surface victims, as you 
know, were probably Ladder Company 6 and one or 
two other people, I think. But that was 
basically it. Everybody was pretty much buried 
in there. 

It was just an eerie silence after 
that. It was an eerie silence, no radio 
transmissions, nothing. All you heard was Ladder 
6 giving their mayday. Everybody kind of 
centered their attention on getting those guys 
out. 

That's what we basically did. We 
continued to put out the perimeter fires. 

Q. At some point did somebody take charge? 
Were there any chiefs around or any officers that 


said, okay, we're going to break into teams? Did 
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you get any sense of that? 

A. Everybody was so widely scattered. I 
think Chief Blaich is probably the only guy I 
really heard on the radio try to get something 
going, yeah. Basically, as I said, the first 
concern was to find Ladder 6. He kind of 
organized everybody, let's find out where they 
are, let's try to get them out. 

They were in the south tower, the 
second stairwell. Nobody knew exactly where that 
was, because there was nothing left. 

Q. So Blaich was sending teams of guys to 
go try to kind Ladder 6 in whatever stairwell? 

A. Right, right. They were trying to get 
into the rubble area. 

Then basically after that the fire 
boats came in, because we had no water. So 
basically most of the day and the next couple of 
hours I was stretching line from the fire boat. 
I teamed up with a bunch of guys getting water 
from the fire boat in front of the Trade Center. 

Basically that's what I was doing for 
the rest of the day, just stretching a couple 


lines back and forth, from out here, stretching 
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up Vesey in front of the building to the 
manifolds. 

That was basically what the day was 
about. I don't know if I can get into any detail 
than that. 

Q. That's okay. 

How did you finish up the day? You 
worked there until 10:00 at night, you said? 

A. Just about 9:00, when I teamed up with 
my company. We finally teamed up, because there 
was only three of us there. Basically after that 
we kind after ran into each other about 8:30, 9, 
and went back to the firehouse about 10. 

But the guy you just interviewed, Paul, 
he was really in front of the building. He was 
the chauffeur that day. 

Q. Yeah, he was saying. 

A. He really got in there. He walked out 
without a scratch. I think he dove under one of 
the pedestrian bridges here. He's a lucky man. 

Q. He told me. 

A. Yeah, yeah, he was a lucky man. 

Basically that's what the day was all 


about. Do you have any other questions? 
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Q. I'm trying to think. 

How long would you say, like, the first 
building collapses until it cleared up, until you 
could see what the lay of the land was? 

A. But most of the dust cloud went north 
and south, for some reason. Not much came west, 
for some reason -- I don't know -- because the 
buildings were there. They had the big tall 
buildings across from West Street. But most of 
the dust went, like I said, north and south. 

So where I was, it cleared up pretty 
quickly. But to tell you how long it took to 
clear, I would say it was pretty quick, minutes. 

Q. Minutes? 

A. Minutes, I think. 

Q. And some guys jumped on the pile. They 
had an instinct or the wherewithal to try to jump 
on the pile. 

A. I believe some of them, yes. Some guys 
did jump up on the pile, jumped onto the 
mezzanine in front of the World Trade Center. 
There was like a mezzanine. Other guys went up 
there to look around. They had a tower ladder 


right there. 
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Q. Was there a lot of fire in the Trade 
Center collapse area and stuff at this time? 

A. No. Basically there was a fire -- in 
the part of the Trade Center that was standing, 
the mezzanine area -- one of the towers? It must 
have been. There was like about six or seven 
stories left. I don't know if that was -- was it 
Eight World Trade, maybe? 

Q. Yes. 


A. I think it was Eight World Trade, 


Q. That was burning; right? 

A. That was burning. 

Q. That's what caused the fire in that. 

A That was definitely burning. There was 
a lot of perimeter fires, rubbish and cars. 

Q. Cars, yeah. 

A. And of course there was smoke coming 
out but no active flame, not that I noticed 
anyhow. I don't remember. 

Q. Okay. About it? 

A. That's about it. 

Q. Good. Okay. 


CHIEF MALKIN: This concludes the 
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interview. I thank Firefighter Siragusa for 


the interview. The time is now 2053 hours 
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